Pesticide residues in the soil have received increasing attention during the past 2 decades due to our improved ability to detect minute quantities of these materials and the widespread publicity given to divergent opinions as to the importance of these trace amounts. The public has the privilege and responsibility to question the residual aspects of pesticides in the soil as well as elsewhere in the environment. There have been benefits, because of these questions, in the form of increased research with its resulting knowledge and insights into the problem. We, as agriculturalists, have the responsibility to adequately answer these questions from the public and to continuously analyze our role and actions.
For a variety of reasons, the emphasis of the chemical industry up until the early 1960's has been concentrated on the development and production of pesticides with broad spectrum action and a high degree of environmental persistence. Because of these initial pesticide selection criteria, present federal and state pesticide monitoring programs often find insecticide residues as well as lesser amounts of other pesticide residues in soils (Stevens, Collier & Woodham, 1970; USDA, 1969) . Many pesticides are nonpersistent
